COLOMBIA'S  STORY
fate of the countries for which he had sacrificed his fortune and his life. They were not far wide of the truth ; for the next three-quarters of a century is filled by a succession of civil wars, waged nominally for constitutional reforms, really, in the majority of cases, by rival candidates for power and personal aggrandisement.
In 1831 Santander succeeded the Liberator, and in 1832 a new constitution was framed. The state became the Republic of New Granada, a loose federation of pro vinces endowed with extensive powers of self-government. Santander's popularity soon waned, largely owing to his having honestly accepted for his state a fair share of the debt of Bolivar's greater Colombia. He was unable to secure the succession of his protege Obando to the presidency, and up to 1841 civil war raged, ending in the triumph of Mosquera, who had been elected Santander's successor. A new constitution was framed in 1843, in accordance with Mosquera's views. When at last Obando succeeded in getting himself elected, there was a fresh constitution in 1853, which recognized the right of secession by the provinces, a right which had already been temporarily assumed by several of them. It was again exercised by Panama and Antioquia in 1856 for a time.
Friction with Panama
The conservatives, led by Ospino the lawyer, now had a short tenure of office, but were ejected in 1859 by a rebellion promoted by Mosquera the soldier. Of course, there was a new constitution, and this time the name of the state was changed to the United States of Colombia. Mosquera, having put down an insurrection in which the aid of Ecuador had been called in by the insurgents, entered on his last presidential term in 1864, was impeached by Congress, and banished. Fighting still went on for a time, especially in Panama, and then followed some years of very necessary peace under Presidents Salgar, Murillo, Perez, Parra, and TrujiUo. Under the first of these the ftrst treaty in connexion with the Panama Canal was concluded with the U.S.A.
During the next ten years., the chief figure in the presidential chair was Rafael Nunez, who occupied it for three terms. He had to suppress several revolts, which broke out when his supporters, who had elected him in his absence, believing him to be a liberal, discovered that he had, in the meanwhile, changed his views. On the plea that his health' would not stand residence in Bogota, most of his last presidency was spent in Cartagena, the government at Bogota being carried on by his deputies. He was responsible for the new constitution of 1886, which reduced the sovereign states of the Republic to the status of departments of a centralized republic, and once more, for the last time so far, renamed the state the Republic of Colombia.
Canal Complications Settled
Nunez died in 1895, anc* was succeeded by Caro, his deputy at Bogota. His successor, the aged" conservative San Clemente, was deposed by his vice-president, Marroquin, and died in confinement. A fresh revolt against Marroquin broke out in 1900 and lasted till 1903. There was much fighting on the Isthmus of Panama, which induced the U.S.A. and Great Britain to land marines to protect their nationals. On November 3, 1903, Panama seceded and declared its independence. The part played by the U.S.A. in this revolt is mixed up with all the complicated negotiations between the U.S.A., M. de Lesseps and his successors, and Colombia, regarding the Panama Canal. It is said that the commander of- the Colombian troops on the isthmus was induced to ship them on a British steamer, and, when he repented him of his treason, found his return to the shore barred by American troops. Colombia has al-w a y s maintained that America was mainly responsible for the secession which, at any rate, enabled her to get the Canal question settled to her satisfaction.
When President Marroquin's term ended, in 1904, he was succeeded by General Rafael Reyes, who promptly dissolved a hostile Congress, and propounded a new
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